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Summary of the Claimed Subject Matter 

Claims 1 and 16 are the independent claims pending in the application. 
Claims 2-9 depend from claim 1; claims 12, 14, and 17-20 depend from claim 16. 

Independent Claim 1 . Claim 1 is directed to an airspring 10 (Figure 1). The 
airspring 10 has a flexible cylindrical sleeve 14 secured at opposing ends (Figure 1; page 
4, lines 3-7), and first and second retainers 12, 26 (page 4, line 4; page 4, lines 25-30). 
The sleeve is secured at a first end to one of the retainers 12 or 26 (page 4, lines 2-3, 8- 
9), and at the opposing end to other retainer 26 or 12 (page 6, lines 2-6). One of the 
retainers 26 has a bumper-contact surface 52 (page 5, lines 9-10) within the sleeve 14 for 
axial movement into the sleeve 14 (Figure 1). The bumper-contact surface 52 is formed 
as a part of the retainer (Figure 1; page 4, lines 26-27; page 5, lines 9-12) and it contacts 
the other retainer 12 when the airspring is collapsed, and absorbs and transmits forces 
generated from such contact (page 6, lines 7-10). The bumper contact surface 52 is 
centrally located on the surface of the retainer 26 which extends into the sleeve 14 during 
axial movement into the sleeve 14 (Figures 1 and 4; page 4, line 25 - page 5, line 8). 

Independent Claim 16 . Claim 16 is directed to an airspring 10 (Figure 1). The 
airspring 10 has a flexible cylindrical sleeve 14 secured at opposing ends (Figure 1 ; page 
4, lines 3-7), a chamber 20 created by the secured sleeve 14 (page 4, lines 4-5), a piston 
28 (page 4, lines 16-18), and first and second retainers 12, 26 (page 4, lines 4; page 4, 
lines 25-30). The sleeve is secured at a first end to one of the retainers 12 or 26 (page 4, 
lines 2-3, 8-9), and the opposing end of the sleeve 14 is secured between the piston 28 
and the other retainer 26 or 12 (Figure 1; page 2-6). One of the retainers 26 has a 
centrally located axially outer surface 52 (page 5, lines 9-10). The axially outer surface 
52 extends into the chamber 20 during axial movement, wherein the axially outer surface 
52 of the retainer 26 contacts the other retainer 12 when the airspring is collapsed (page 
6, lines 7-10). 

Dependent Claim 12. Claim 12 is dependant on claims 16 and 17, and so in 
conjunction with claim 16, recites the air spring 10 of claim 16 wherein the retainer 
that extends into the chamber 20 has support ribs 34, 40, 42, 44, 48 (page 4, line 27 - 
page 5,8; Figures 2-6) and there are more than two concentrically disposed ribs (page 
4, lines 7-33; Figure 4). 

Dependent Claim 20. Claim 20 is dependant on claim 16, and in conjunction 
with claim 16, further recites that the airspring 10 has no separately formed and 
applied bumper on either retainer (page 4, lines 26-27; Figure 1). 



